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Why Log Contacts ?
1. FCC rules   ?
2. Claim awards  ?
3. Contest participation ?
4. Support others who are participating in contacts ?
5. Historical record?

Amateur radio operators are not legally required to log their contacts with other 
stations, as the FCC does not mandate log keeping; however, maintaining a log 
is highly recommended for personal record-keeping, verifying contacts for 
awards, and potentially proving compliance in case of interference complaints.

Even if you don't chase awards, being able to confirm a contact with someone 
who does is helpful. It's part of the ham radio experience. Now some will say, 
“The FCC doesn't require a log anymore.” They would be 100% correct, but we 
believe it's a great way to track your success over time.



Before the Computer
 – Paper Logs -- 



Exchange QSL 
cards – 

QSL – I 
acknowledge 
receipt 



Provide Basic Contact Information



Some Logging Programs will generate a label



Provide 
additional 
Information



ARRL Provides a QSL  “Outgoing” & 
“Incoming”   Bureau 

ARRL Incoming  QSL Bureau

ARRL Outgoing  QSL Bureau
Newington, CT

** Pay US postage rates 
to mail cards to the 
Outgoing QSL Bureau 

“One of the greatest bargains of League 
membership is being able to use the
ARRL Outgoing QSL Service to conveniently 
send your DX QSL cards overseas
to foreign QSL Bureaus. “



In Order to Qualify for an Award  … 
QSL Cards Card Checkers ..



PC Based Logging SW

• N1MM+
• DXLab DXKeeper
• Ham Radio Deluxe Logger
• N3FJP – Amateur Contact Log
• ProLog 
• Log4OM

Functions:
• User Interface configurable 
• Provides Upload / Download interface to cloud 

based logging software (LOTW, etc) 
• Looks up operator information after entering 

call – interface to QRZ or other call sign DB’s
• Interfaces with your radio to grab band / 

Frequency /  mode information
• Can point your antennas (Azimuth) for you
• Let’s you know if you have worked this person 

before, on the same band, with the same mode 
• Support the various Contests 
• Interfaces with other programs to enable auto 

logging when using digital modes
• BULK export / Import  of Contacts 



Contact  Information

Minimum non-contest QSL Information
• Other Station’s Call sign
• Date / Time (UTC)
• Band/Frequency
• Mode

Additional information you may want to gather
• Their Name
• Signal Report you gave / you received 
• Was it part of a contest
• Your Equipment  info rig / antenna / power 
• Their  Equipment info rig / antenna / power 
• Was it a DXPedition Contact 

*** A contest will have a specific 
exchange that must be captured in order 
to qualify as a valid contest contact.



N3FJP – Amateur Contact Log (ACLog) 



N3FJP - Specialize Contesting Loggers 



N3FJP – Contest Log – ARRL RTTY Roundup



N1MM+ Logger 



N1MM+ Configured 
for Winter Field Day

N1MM+ 
Configured for 
CW Sprint 
Contest 



Keeping Track of 
“Worked Before”



Call Lookup – interface with QRZ.COM 

Before  
Entering 
Callsign

Enter W6BI .. 
And hit tab .. 

Band, Name, 
State, Grid get 
filled in 
automatically



Logger Integration with Digital Programs 
“Auto Logging” 

N1MM+

FLDIGI

WSJT-X

-- or -- 



Integration with WSJT-X  and  JTAlert
(Auto Logging)  

WSJT-X 
(broadcasts contact 

information via multi-cast IP 
address ) 

JTAlert
(listens for  UDP broadcasts)  

Logging Program
(ACLog or HRD) 

JTAlert will use the 
ACLog’s API to log 
the contact  and 
then verify it got into 
the database file.



Moving Between PC Logging Programs 

ACLog
(N3FJP) N1MM+ HRD

Export AIDF  / Import AIDF Export AIDF  / Import AIDF 



ADIF Exchange Format
(this is one record) 

<Call:6>KA6NEI
<QSO_Date:8>20250223
<Time_On:6>202800
<Time_Off:6>202800
<Band:3>20M
<Comment:29>POTA -- 2nd Operator out of 3
<N3FJP_COMPUTERNAME:7>MNODE01
<Cont:2>NA
<Country:3>USA
<DXCC:3>291
<Cnty:13>WI,Eau Claire
<My_Cnty:13>MA,Barnstable
<CQz:2>03
<Gridsquare:6>DM43df
<My_Gridsquare:6>FN41wr
<MY_State:2>MA
<ITUz:2>06
<Mode:3>SSB
<N3FJP_ModeContest:2>PH
<Name:4>JOHN
<OPERATOR:6>WA3SWJ
<Pfx:3>KA6
<QSL_Sent:1>N
<QSL_Rcvd:1>N
<RST_Sent:2>57
<RST_Rcvd:2>59
<N3FJP_SPC:2>MA
<N3FJP_SPCNum:2>WI
<State:2>WI
<N3FJP_StationID:7>MNODE01
<eor>

Amateur Data Interchange Format



CABRILLO Format
CREATED-BY: N1MM Logger+ 1.0.10619.0
QSO:   14239 PH 2024-01-25 1645 W1MA          3I     EMA K4XY          1O   VA      
QSO:   14264 PH 2024-01-25 1657 W1MA          3I     EMA W5DXC         1O   VA      
QSO:   14264 PH 2024-01-25 1658 W1MA          3I     EMA KD8VTT        1H   MI      
QSO:   14264 PH 2024-01-25 1701 W1MA          3I     EMA N4KCU         1O   TN      
QSO:   14264 PH 2024-01-25 1702 W1MA          3I     EMA VA2HX         1O   QC      
QSO:   14264 PH 2024-01-25 1704 W1MA          3I     EMA KE2CWT        1H   WNY     
QSO:   14264 PH 2024-01-25 1705 W1MA          3I     EMA K1OB          1H   VA      
QSO:   14264 PH 2024-01-25 1707 W1MA          3I     EMA KE8FSR        1O   MI      
QSO:   14264 PH 2024-01-25 1707 W1MA          3I     EMA KB4RQI        1H   EPA     
QSO:   14264 PH 2024-01-25 1747 W1MA          3I     EMA KC1QEM        1H   EMA     
QSO:   14264 PH 2024-01-25 1812 W1MA          3I     EMA KE8RV         3I   OH      
QSO:   14264 PH 2024-01-25 1815 W1MA          3I     EMA VE3MIS        2I   GH      
QSO:   14264 PH 2024-01-25 1816 W1MA          3I     EMA ND4H          1H   OH      
QSO:   14264 PH 2024-01-25 1818 W1MA          3I     EMA N9DMT         1H   WI      
QSO:   14215 PH 2024-01-25 1854 W1MA          3I     EMA EI2OARC       1O   DX      
QSO:   14215 PH 2024-01-25 1857 W1MA          3I     EMA K4N           2O   NC      
QSO:   14215 PH 2024-01-25 1857 W1MA          3I     EMA NN4VA         3I   VA      
QSO:   14215 PH 2024-01-25 1858 W1MA          3I     EMA W3YMW         2I   MDC     
QSO:   14215 PH 2024-01-25 1858 W1MA          3I     EMA WA4FJB        1H   VA      
QSO:   14215 PH 2024-01-25 1859 W1MA          3I     EMA W8TAT         1H   SC 



ARRL Provides a QSL  “Outgoing” & 
“Incoming”   Bureau 

ARRL Incoming  QSL Bureau

ARRL Outgoing  QSL Bureau
Newington, CT

** Pay US postage rates 
to mail cards to the 
Outgoing QSL Bureau 

“One of the greatest bargains of League 
membership is being able to use the
ARRL Outgoing QSL Service to conveniently 
send your DX QSL cards overseas
to foreign QSL Bureaus. “



In Order to Qualify for an Award  … 
QSL Cards Card Checkers ..



Logging Strategies The “Cloud”

Using your PC based 
logging software -- 
Upload your contacts, 
Download Confirmations

Amateurs all over the 
world are uploading their 
contacts 



Cloud Based Logging Software

1. ARRL’s Logbook Of The World – LOTW
• Started September 15, 2003 
• 2,054,656,600  QSO Records
•     476,944,741 resulting QSL records
•               195,226 users  

2. Electronic QSL Card Center – EQSL
• Started January 2004 
•              464,820 users 

3. QRZ

Note: Uploads to LOTW need 
to be “signed”  by TQSL to 
verify that it is really you 



LOTW Record 

CW Digital SSB



CQ Zones    - Cape Cod – Zone 5



ITU Zones – Cape Cod – Zone 8
(International Telecommunication Union) 



Award Categories .. Worked All States (WAS)



DXCC – DX Century Club .. 
There are currently 580 DX CC entities 



QRZ.COM 



Logging Strategies LOTW, QRZ,  
EQSL

Use a combination of PC 
based logging SW 

ACLog
(N3FJP) N1MM+ HRD

Let the Cloud be the 
“Mother Ship”  or 
“Master Log” 
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