
ARRL Update

Barnstable Amateur Radio Club
March 1, 2021

Phil Temples, K9HI
Vice Director
New England Division
k9hi@arrl.org



A Little About Me

• Licensed for 50 Years

• Originally from Bloomington, Indiana

• Lived in the Boston area since 1979

• Appointed Vice Director in September, 2020

• Active in ARRL field organization
• former E. MA Section Manager (five terms)
• served as Affiliated Club Coordinator
• currently serve as Assistant Section Manager & Public Information Officer

• Program Chair, New England Division Convention (a.k.a. HamXposition)



Director / Vice Director

• Responsible for setting ARRL national policy

• Defined in Articles 5 and 7 of ARRL Articles 
of Association

• Director is a voting member of the Board

• Vice Director is non-voting member; a “hot standby”

• Selected on a regional basis – one per division

• Serves three-year term

Section Manager

• Responsible for the local field organization

• Recruits, appoints, and supervises section-level staff and 
qualified members to other volunteer positions to 
support field organization objectives

• Keeps well informed concerning matters of ARRL policy 

• Monitors the performance of the Field Organization 
volunteers, etc. etc.

• Maintains liaison with the Division Director; makes 
periodic reports to the Director regarding the status of 
Section activities

• Serves two-year term



ARRL is the National Association for Amateur Radio®

Mission statement:

• Supports the awareness and growth of Amateur Radio worldwide

• Advocates for meaningful access to radio spectrum

• Strives for every member to get involved, get active, and get on the air

• Encourages radio experimentation and, through its members, advances 
radio technology and education

• Organizes and trains volunteers to serve their communities by providing 
public service and emergency communications



It’s more than QST Magazine!

• Publications (QST, “On The Air,” QEX, National Contest Journal)

• Regulatory Advocacy (legal counsel in Washington, D.C.)

• Logbook of The World (LoTW)

• Bookstore

• Contests (Sweepstakes, ARRL DX, 160-meter, 10-meter, RTTY Roundup, 
VHF Contest, Straight Key Night)

• Awards (DXCC, WAC, WAS, VUCC, etc.)

• Technical Information Service

• Volunteer Examiner Coordinator

• W1AW

• Field Organization (clubs, EmComm, public relations, youth, technical)

• And of course, much more!



Facilities

Two buildings owned:

• W1AW
• Headquarters

Leases a building:

• Warehouse, publications & shipping



Headquarters Staffing 
Appox. 94 part-time and FTEs

Function/Department:

• Publications and Editorial
• Membership, Marketing & Communications
• Support
• Advocacy
• Radiosport & Field Services
• Lifelong Learning 
• VEC
• W1AW
• Laboratory



Standing Committees

• Executive Committee
• Administrative & Finance 

Committee
• Programs & Services Committee

Advisory Committees

• Contest Advisory Committee
• DX Advisory Committee

Ad Hoc Committees

• Elections & Ethics 
Committee

• Amateur Radio Legal 
Defense & Assistance 
Committee

• RF Safety Committee
• EMC Committee
• Public Relations Committee
• Historical Committee
• ARDF Committee
• HF Band Planning 

Committee
• ARISS Committee
• EMDSC Committee

You Want Committees?  We got committees!
(non-inclusive list)



What’s New Lately?

Administration

Despite COVID, two significant hires:

• CEO – Dave Minster, NA2AA

• Emergency Management Director –
Paul Z. Gilbert, KE5ZW

Dave Minster, NA2AA







What’s New Lately?

Lifelong Learning

• Launched in fall 2019

• Provide online educational opportunities

• Create a series of learning tracks that will serve the needs of 
the various interest groups

• Create online learning opportunities for new and newer hams



What’s New Lately?

Publications

• Handbook 2021 (Traditional book or six-volume set)

• ARRL Antenna Book (Boxed Set)

• Amateur Radio Contesting for Beginners

• Arduino for Ham Radio

• Low Bands Ham Radio (2200, 630, and 160 Meters)

• Grounding and Bonding (coming soon)







• Premiered in January 2020

• Introduces beginner-to- intermediate-
level radio amateurs to a variety of 
topics to help them get more active 
and involved 

• Monthly podcast

• Expected to have 20k members choose 
OTA as their primary print publication

On The Air Debuts



What’s New Lately?

Volunteer Monitor Program

• ”Soft Rollout” on February 1, 2020

• Headed by former FCC employee Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, 
assisted by Dan Henderson, N1ND (ARRL Hq.)

• 165 active Volunteer Monitors nationwide

• To report an issue: k4zdh@arrl.org or n1nd@arrl.org

mailto:k4zdh@arrl.org


Goodbye, Official Observer 
Program…

Hello, Volunteer Monitor 
Program!



What’s New Lately?

Volunteer Examiner Coordinator Program

Adapting to the COVID-19 pandemic via:

• Social distancing

• “Drive-in” testing

• Remote (“Zoom”) testing







What’s New Lately?

Regulatory Advocacy

• Report and Order (R&O) and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in WT Docket 
No. 19-348, “Remove the amateur allocation from the 3.3 – 3.5 GHz band.” 
Petition for Reconsideration was filed with the FCC on November 9, 2020.

• NPRM in Docket 20-270 – “Amendment of the schedule of application fees” i.e., 
$50 fee proposal.  The ARRL filed comments and mounted a PR campaign to solicit 
a large number of comments from the membership. More than 3800 comments 
filed as of November 18, 2020.

• Public Notice in WT Docket 21-2 seeking input on possible expansion of the VEC 
pool on January 5, 2021. ARRL comments filed on February 4, 2021.



What’s New Lately?

Regulatory Advocacy (cont’.d) 
Report & Order, Docket 20-270

December 30, 2020

…The FCC scaled back to the fee to $35…  the FCC has agreed with ARRL and other commenters that its 
proposed $50 fee for certain amateur radio applications was too high to account for the minimal staff 
involvement in these applications.

Although some commenters supported the proposed $50 fee as reasonable and fair, “ARRL and many 
individual commenters argued that there was no cost-based justification for application fees in the 
Amateur Radio Service.”



What’s New Lately?

Regulatory Advocacy (cont’.d) 
WT Docket 21-2
January 5, 2021

… ARRL told the FCC that no additional Volunteer Examiner Coordinators (VECs) are needed to oversee 
the administration of amateur radio exams…

“ARRL reviewed the amateur examination numbers for the past 5 years, including the COVID-19 
pandemic period… and found that even though 10 of the 12 months for calendar year 2020 were times 
of severe disruption throughout the nation…  amateur examination opportunities and numbers were 
strong.”



Quiz Time!

Which of the following about Hiram Percy Maxim 
is not true?

a) He is co-founder of the American Radio Relay League

b) He invented the first commercially successful firearm silencer

c) He is buried in West Hartford, Connecticut

d) He experimented with powered flight                                                                       Hiram Percy Maxim, W1AW 

e) He developed mufflers for internal combustion engines



TOP HAM RADIO MOVIES – COMPILED BY AD7DB

"Gone With the Wind" - 1939. Drama. 
The classic story of Brett and Charlotte as they try to save their 100 foot tower in the worst windstorm to hit Georgia since the Civil War.

"The Longest Yard" - 1974. Comedy.
Burt Reynolds acquires the largest property in a new subdivision, then finds his plans to put up a huge antenna farm thwarted by a 
hostile homeowners association (Jackie Gleason, Loni Anderson, Dom DeLouise).

"The Lost Contest Weekend" - 1945. Drama.
Ray Milland in a dramatic battle on 20 Meters for one elusive QSL.

"I Was a Teenage Novice" - 1957. Drama. 
A troubled teenager (Michael Landon) finds fun and excitement after getting a ham license.

"It Came from Radio Shack" - 1977. Horror.
Bill Bixby tries to keep a computer called TRS-80 from taking over the world.

"Rear Window" - 1954. Suspense. 
Alfred Hitchcock did several marvelous films heavy on the subject of ham radio. In this movie, James Stewart plays a man confined to a 
wheelchair, determined to break the CC&R's and put up an end-fed wire antenna going out his apartment window - without the 
neighbors catching on. Grace Kelly and Thelma Ritter also star. Watch for Hitchcock's appearance over in Ross Bagdasarian's apartment.



TOP HAM RADIO MOVIES (Con’t.)

"The Man Who Knew Too Much" - 1956. Suspense.
James Stewart shows up at an FCC testing office for his ham license. What he doesn't know is, he's over-studied for 
it, and is smarter than the examiners, who force him into working for them! Watch for Hitchcock's appearance as 
someone taking a code test! See if you can figure out what he's sending!

"The Birds" - 1963. Thriller. 
The classic about a bunch of people stranded in a Northern California town who find that the only means of 
communication to the outside is by way of some of them newfangled OSCAR satellites.

Other Nominees:

"Frequency" - 2000. Drama. 
Ham operator finds his radio can time warp and talk to his dad decades in the past. How does he expect to QSL? 
(First nominated by AD7DB.)

"Contact" - 1997. Drama. 
Female ham operator (Jodie Foster) controls the Arecibo radiotelescope, where she picks up an extraterrestrial 
signal. Now that's what I call DX! (First nominated by AD7DB.)



Thank you!

Questions? 

Comments?

Shirley Temple Black (1928-2014)


